Haemorrhage in pregnancy: information given to women in Chiradzulu (Malawi).
Advising women on haemorrhage in pregnancy could be viewed as an integral aspect of maternal health care in Malawi. The WHO (1999) confirmed that haemorrhage in pregnancy was not only a direct reason for maternal mortality but also a major cause of maternal death. The question on the nature of information that midwives and traditional birth attendants (referred to as TBA's) in the Chiradzulu district in Malawi gave with regard to haemorrhage in pregnancy, therefore arose. Research available focused on the women's knowledge about the complications of pregnancy but not on the nature of information women received from midwives and TBA's. This study explored and described the nature of information that was given to rural women in the Chiradzulu district by the midwives and TBA's regarding haemorrhage in pregnancy. The findings revealed that although both the midwives and TBA's included important information about haemorrhage in pregnancy, there were deficiencies in some critical areas. Examples of these deficiencies were the definition of haemorrhage in pregnancy; the predisposing factors for antepartum and postpartum haemorrhage and deficiencies in the nature of information on the management and referral of haemorrhaging patients.